	
	
	



SCI Gateway electronic referrals (2026 updates): PAEDIATRIC
Transcript

0:00
Welcome.

0:02
This short video will demonstrate how to complete the Optometry Referral Detail section of the updated SCI Gateway Paediatric Referral Form.

0:13
This form has been updated by a national collaborative multidisciplinary effort with representation and input from both community optometry and ophthalmology, including the orthoptic leads from across the Health Boards and paediatric ophthalmologists, seeking to balance the need for clinically appropriate referral data with ease of completion for the referrer.

0:38
Importantly, the updated form has been designed to support clearer communication between the referrer and orthoptics and the wider paediatric team, aiding more effective vetting and thereby reducing delays in the referral pathway.

0:56
This is the Optometry referral details section of the SCI Gateway Paediatric referral form.

1:02
You will note some changes compared to the previous version which I will take you through now.

1:08
As you will see, the date of referral is automatically completed when you create the referral.

1:15
Priority is preset to ‘routine’, however if you change it to ‘Urgent’, you will be required to provide a mandatory reason in the adjacent box. In the Details section, please use the drop down menu to select a diagnosis category.

1:41
The next two boxes allow you to provide a short description identifying the reason for referral, followed by a larger box to record patient history and details.

1:54
It is particularly useful to the hospital eye service to identify, here, any other health or developmental issues.

2:04
Then use the drop down menu to record if the patient symptomatic, has had any previous occlusion therapy and if they are currently patching.

2:20
The next section is entitled Paediatric Information.

2:24
Use the drop down menu to record if you dilated the patient and then record the ocular fundus examination details in the free text boxes below.

2:39
Using the drop down menus, select if the patient has amblyopia and strabismus and then record binocular vision detail in the free text box below.

2:52
Please use the drop down to identify if you've attached any clinical images.

3:01
The next section records vision, retinoscopy and refraction information.

3:07
One notable change is that vision and VA are now recorded using free text, allowing the referrer more flexibility when recording vision.

3:17
Please identify in the free text box the test used and note that orthoptics do prefer a crowded test to be utilised. In the retinoscopy section, please use the drop down menu to identify if a cycloplegic was used and if not please state why.

3:42
The next box asks for confirmation that the working distance lens has been subtracted from the retinoscopy result and has been preset to YES.

3:53
This is to increase the clarity of communication between the referrer and the hospital and to account for differences which sometimes occur between retinoscopy recording in optometry and orthoptic practices.

4:09
After this, using free text, please record the retinoscopy result.

4:14
In the Final prescription section, please identify if glasses were prescribed. For speed of completion, and to reduce the need for double entry, if the final prescription is the same as the retinoscopy prescription, you can simply tick the box entitled ‘Same as Retinoscopy Refraction’.

4:36
You will note when I do this that the refraction box becomes grayed out.

4:42
In this event, the refraction prescription will be pulled through into your letter  and will be entered into the final prescription refraction box in your letter to the hospital.

4:56
Please then enter corrected VA, add and distance prism as required.  Again, to reduce the need for double entry, if you prescribe distance prism, which is the same as the near prism, you can click the associated box and again you will note that the near prism boxes are grayed out and now the distance prism values will be used to fill in the near prism boxes within your letter.

5:27
Finally, if for any reason you have given a modified prescription, it is incredibly useful to the hospital team if you can provide a reason in the free text box at the end of the form.

5:42
Thank you for listening to this video.

5:45
More resources to support your referrals can be found on eyes.nhs.scot.
	
	
	



